
Connecticut Shell 
Recycling Update

2025 Gatherings of the 
Shellfish Commissions



What is Shell 
Recycling?

• The process of collecting, curing, and reusing shells 
to rebuild, reinforce and maintain natural oyster 
populations.
o Also called "Shell Recovery"

• Connecticut Public Act 21-24 – Effective in 2021

Tim Macklin – CORR



My Role: CT Sea 
Grant Shell Recycling 
Coordinator

• Provide support and information to existing programs 
and those seeking to implement one

• Act as liaison between state and local officials 

• Identify key players and monitor shell recycling 
locations throughout CT

o CT Shell Recycling Locations

• Create public outreach materials
o Recycling shells from beaches (mostly Slipper 

snails) has become a popular topic.

• Identify opportunities for the public to learn about food 
waste and environmental sustainability

https://uconnclear.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=8c7d885e0fa541358234206af98e4a37


A bit on recycling 
shells from beaches...

Beach raking/grading is a CT DEEP approved 
activity HOWEVER must adhere to proper 
protocols outlined in:

- CT DEEP's General Permit for Coastal 
Maintenance

- Connecticut Beach Association’s Guide to 
Coastal Activities and Permitting

CORR may be consulted in these activities 
as a partner to remove already piled shell 
but DOES NOT perform the beach raking 
activities



Contacts:

Mike Gilman (CT Sea Grant Shell Recycling Coordinator)

- Michael.gilman@uconn.edu

- CT Sea Grant Shellfish Restoration Webpage

Alissa Dragan (CT Department of Agriculture)

- Alissa.dragan@ct.gov

- CT DoAG Website Link

Tim Macklin and Todd Koehnke (CORR)

- tim.macklin@corr-ct.org; todd.koehnke@corr-ct.org

- CORR Website Link
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