




















• No direct discharges of wastewater 
effluent

• Not indirectly impacted by wastewater 
effluent

• Not subject to contamination from 
human or animal fecal matter at levels 
of public health concern

• Not contaminated with:
Pathogenic organisms
Poisonous or deleterious substances
Marine biotoxins

• Meets NSSP Bacteriological Standards

• No direct discharges of wastewater 
effluent

• May be indirectly impacted by 
wastewater effluent

• Not subject to contamination from 
human or animal fecal matter at levels 
of public health concern

• Not contaminated with:
Pathogenic organisms
Poisonous or deleterious substances
Marine biotoxins

• Meets NSSP Bacteriological Standards 
under specific conditions (rainfall, 
seasonal, etc.)



• May be indirectly impacted by wastewater 
effluent

• Shellfish are relayed, i.e., transplanted onto 
a direct harvest bed for a minimum of 2 
weeks 

• Following relay, shellfish tissues are 
sampled for fecal coliform bacteria prior to 
market harvest

• Growing area is adjacent to a WPCF outfall 
or other significant point source of pollution

• Pollution sources that contaminate the 
areas are unpredictable

• Seed oystering only allowed activity

• Growing area is contaminated with fecal 
waste

• Concentrations of biotoxin have been found 
in the shellfish

• Area contaminated with poisonous or 
deleterious substances (PCB’s, heavy 
metals, etc.)



NSSP Fecal Coliform 
Criteria for an 

Approved area:  

Geometric Mean of 
membrane filtration 
(MF) colony forming 
units (CFU) shall not 

exceed 14 CFU/100 mL

AND not more than 
10% of samples shall 
exceed an MF of 31 

CFU/100mL 

8 million ft3 of dilution water to dilute one 
person’s waste in one day

59,850,779 gallons
Volume = 12 Football fields covered in 10’ 

of water



• A minimum of five (5) samples shall be collected annually under adverse 
pollution conditions from each sample station in the growing area. 

• A minimum of the most recent fifteen (15) samples collected under adverse 
pollution conditions from each sample station shall be used to calculate the 
geometric mean and ten (10) percent criteria of the data to determine 
compliance with this standard 

• “If the annual reevaluation 





One training per Commission/Town will be available annually



Certification Requirements:
• You must be a member of a municipal shellfish commission, or other eligible municipal 

commission, and be approved by your Commissioner to participate in sampling
• Review the online Volunteer SOP
• Review the Quality Assurance Training Power Point and pass the associated online quiz
• Complete the in-person Sampling Certification with a DOAG staff member













Alissa Dragan
Alissa.dragan@ct.gov
203-874-0696, etx 119
860-818-7034

mailto:Alissa.dragan@ct.gov
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